Phyllis J. Williams
September 17, 1929 - February 2, 2018

Phyllis J. (Olson) Williams, 88, of Colfax, WI, passed away peacefully surrounded by
family on Friday, February 2, 2018, at Mayo Clinic Health System Hospital in Eau Claire,
WI.
Phyllis was born in Colfax, WI, on September 17, 1929, to parents Ole and Alvia
(Quarberg) Olson. Phyllis grew up with her four siblings in Colfax and graduated from
Colfax High School in 1947. She married Jerry Schwartz on Nov. 4, 1950, and they had
two sons together, Breck and Jeff. Tragically widowed, Phyllis found love again later in life
and married Eugene Williams on October 14, 1978. She worked as a receptionist and
retired from Valley Bank in Menomonie, WI. Phyllis was very active in the Colfax
Community that she loved so dearly; her favorite past-times included bowling league,
playing cards and volunteering within the community. She cherished every moment. She
was a faithful, lifelong member of the Colfax Lutheran church, she was very dedicated and
served on many committees throughout the years including serving hundreds of funerals.
She was also an active member of the American Legion Auxiliary supporting our veterans
and military families.
Phyllis loved her family and friends dearly. She enjoyed baking, music, dancing and
spending time with loved ones, especially with her granddaughters, Amy & Becky, as well
as her great-grandchildren, Kaleb, Hailey and Alissa. She was a “social butterfly” and
known to many in the Colfax and Menomonie community as “Grandma Phyllis.” She was
also very fond of her cats.
Phyllis will be remembered as a loving, caring woman who dedicated most of her life to
serving others and to serving God. She has inspired, motivated, and mentored many
friends and family; touching so many lives in a way that her legacy will live on. She is
survived by her son, Breck Schwartz; granddaughters, Amy (Christopher) Ament,
Rebecca (Jesse) Cummings, Nichole (Kevin) Saal, Michelle Bergeron and Danielle
Schwartz; and 10 great-grandchildren. Also survived by sister-in-law, Jean Olson; special
friends, Mary Thompson and Penny Noer; and many loving nieces, nephews, great nieces

and nephews, and extended family and friends.
She was widowed by her two husbands and preceded in death by her parents; her son,
Jeff Schwartz; and her siblings, Violet (Bob) Iverson, Delbert (Carl) Olson, Raymond
(Jean) Olson and Helen (Richard) Haley; and many friends and extended family.

The family would like to thank the staff at Colfax Health and Rehabilitation Center and
Ridge Crest Manor for caring for our beloved “Grandma Phyllis.”
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, February 10, 2018, at Colfax
Lutheran Church, 600 Balsam St, Colfax, WI, with Pastor Leslie Walck officiating.
Visitation will be from 4pm-7pm at Sampson Funeral Home, 1017 Railroad Ave. in Colfax,
WI, on Friday evening, February 9, 2018, and again one hour prior to services at the
church. Burial will be at the Colfax Evergreen Cemetery in Colfax, WI.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the Colfax Lutheran Church.

Cemetery

Events

Evergreen Cemetery

FEB
9

Colfax, WI, 54730

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Sampson Funeral Home
1017 Railroad Avenue, Colfax, WI, US

FEB
10

Funeral Service 11:00AM - 12:00PM
Colfax Lutheran Church
601 River Street, Colfax, WI, US, 54730

FEB
10

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Colfax Lutheran Church
601 River Street, Colfax, WI, US, 54730

Comments

“

Dear Breck and Phyllis's entire family,
As a classmate of Jeff's I have many, many delightful memories of your Mom,
grandmother, and great grandmother.
I can only imagine her joy when she had you all together!
Phyllis was such a class act, and yet spoke what was on her mind - always kind and
always with a wonderful sense of humor!
Although I have been out of the Colfax area for many years, I treasure my memories
made at Colfax and the Colfax Schools. Phyllis and Jeff will always be a part of those
happy memories.
God bless each of you as you heal from your loss.
I look forward to my hug from Phyllis when I go "home" some day.
Cheryl (Irwin) Riebe

Cheryl Riebe - April 02, 2018 at 12:46 PM

“

Breck and extended family, just know you are in our thought and prayers at this time
in the loss of Phyllis. She was not only a great neighbor but best friend to my Mom
and Dad since we moved to Colfax in 1958. I have so many good memories of
growing up in the best neighborhood a kid could want. One of my favorite memories
was your mom sharing her crabapple jelly from her trees in your back yard. I know
mom enjoyed sharing their long friendship and good times together. We will miss her
as she was a one of a kind good person. With deepest sympathy, Willie and Sheila
Rose, Hazel Obermueller, and families.

Sheila - February 07, 2018 at 04:31 PM

“

I will miss all the laughs and giggles, cookies and coffee with my Aunt Phyllis!

Penny Iverson Boling - February 07, 2018 at 02:46 PM

“

Sympathies to the Family:
Thank you Phyllis for your inclusion and for having been in my life since my early
childhood! I loved the reconnection we made when I returned to Colfax to assist
Mother with my Brother after Dad died.
I will cherish the wonderful stories you would relate to me at your Tainter Lake home
of the times you babysat us. I have so missed the hours we spent at your home
playing cards and other games and attending other functions. It was a joy to meet

your Granddaughters. I miss the long conversations we'd have over the phone that
sometimes extended to hours! What ever did we have so much to talk about?
I am so happy to volunteer at the CHRC for Bingo and to have connected with you
there as life presented you with new challenges and struggles! It was just last week I
hugged you and said to you "I love you Phyllis" as I attempted to comfort you. So
thankful for that moment in time to cherish as well as the many years of your
friendship and kindnesses to me.
The tears I've shed are those of sadness and happiness! RIP Dear Lady and say
"hello" to those who have gone on before you and were there to meet you as entered
the next exciting journey of life in the Great Beyond!
Love you and miss you Phyllis!
Michelle Fjelsted vanVulpen
Michelle vanVulpen - February 07, 2018 at 01:35 PM

“

Sincerest sympathy, Leland and Bonnie Knutson

Bonnie Knutson - February 07, 2018 at 01:07 PM

“

Dear Breck, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren,
It is with sadness we extend our deepest sympathy to the family of our dear friend,
Phyllis. A friendship of 50 plus years has so many fun, wonderful, memories of our
good times together. It was weekly bowling leagues that took us to Bloomer,
Menomonie and finally we could bowl right in Colfax. Sometimes the trip to bowl was
just as exciting as the bowling game itself. Fun times planning for the crazy trips to
bowling tournaments. Those monthly card parties that we so looked forward to and
continued on for years. It was the birthday party lunch celebrations with the card
party gals with Phyllis and I sharing the same birthday month 10 years apart. It was
visits to Florida and the joy of being together as old friends never missing a beat. We
shared sad times together as well with loss of loved ones family and friends. A phone
call on her birthday a couple of years ago was difficult as she had so much trouble
hearing our conversation. Still it was so wonderful to hear her voice and told each
other how much we loved each other. Have been wondering about her health and
being we still get the Colfax Messenger we were happy to see she was safe and with
her family at Christmas at Colfax Health and Rehabilitation. She is among the Saints
at Colfax Lutheran and is now an angel in Heaven. A gift of money will be sent to
Colfax Lutheran in Memory of Phyllis.
Love to her family at this sad time. Gerry Ann and Vern Kressin

Gerry Ann and Vern Kressin - February 06, 2018 at 02:23 PM

“

All Our Love, Mary & Patrick Thompson purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for
the family of Phyllis J. Williams.

All Our Love, Mary & Patrick Thompson - February 06, 2018 at 10:34 AM

