Richard O. Thomas
September 22, 1941 - January 4, 2016

Richard Owen Thomas, of Colfax, passed away peacefully at his home on January 4,
2016 with his family by his side.
Richard (Dick) was born to Owen and Leatta Thomas on September 22, 1941 in Stillwater
MN. He was an older brother to his sister Kay. He attended St. Michaels Catholic School
from first through eighth grade and then went on to Stillwater Junior and Senior High until
graduation. Dick and his family enjoyed many outings during the summertime to his
godmother Helen’s in Ironton MN. Summers also found Owen, Dick and his young friends
having wonderful adventures on the St. Croix River. Dick would tell how sometimes his
dad would just drop the boys off for an overnight stay on one of the islands on the river! At
an early age Dick found himself working for a close neighbor doing jobs at his scrap yard,
a memory that he was very fond of.
After high school he enlisted in the Air Force and after completing basic training was
stationed in Duluth MN for four years. After his discharge he went to school in Staples to
be a heavy equipment operator. He worked very successfully doing this with a large
construction company throughout the Twin Cities for many years.
In 1969 Dick met someone who would become, as he would tell people, the love of his
life. He moved to Colfax Wisconsin and married Sylvia (Peterson) on November 11, 1972.
Together they had a wonderful life.
Dick’s love for family, friends, racing and his very generous spirit was well known to
everyone. He always said he had a great life with no regrets!
Dick is survived by his children Jim Burns and Ellen (Ron) Hurd: Sister Kay (Willie) Moore:
Grandchildren Deanna Hurd, Jennifer (Josh)Bauer, Taylor and Bryan Hurd:
Jessica(Sam)Smelter, Jordan Burns and Adrienne Manydeeds. Great-grandchildren
Marisa, Emma and Max Bauer. He was preceded in death by his wife Sylvia and parents
Owen and Leatta Thomas.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to St. Jude Children’s Hospital, Wound
Worrier Project or a charity of your choice.
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 a.m., on Tuesday, January 12, 2016, at St.
Joseph's Catholic Church in Elk Mound. Visitation will be from 3 to 6 p.m., with a prayer
vigil beginning at 6 p.m., on Monday, January 11, 2016, at Sampson Funeral Home in
Colfax, and again one hour prior to the Mass on Tuesday at the church. Burial with military
honors will be at Holden Cemetery, north of Colfax.
Life is only a dream: soon we shall awaken. And what joy! The greater our sufferings, the
more limitless our glory. Oh! Do not let us waste the trial Jesus sends. -St. Thérése of
Lisieux
What Cancer Can Not Do
Cancer is so limited………..
It cannot cripple Love
It cannot shatter Hope
It cannot corrode Faith
It cannot destroy Peace
It cannot destroy Confidence
It cannot kill Friendships
It cannot shut out Memories
It cannot silence Courage
It cannot reduce Eternal Life
It cannot quench the Spirit
It cannot lesson the power of the Resurrection.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Sampson Funeral Home - January 08, 2016 at 07:30 PM

“

My name is Sharon Corey, I live in San Gabriel California. I met Dick and Sylvia
when I was visiting my brother Gary Polnau , I must say both Dick and Sylvia were
the kindest, nicest people I have ever met. Gary loved Dick and Sylvia and
considered them family and I can see why he did. I am very happy that they are both
together again in heaven.
Rest in Peace.

Sharon Corey - January 22, 2016 at 07:03 PM

“

I am so overjoyed and thankful to have seen Dick in July. He stopped to see us at
Hickory Hill Campground were he and Sylvia would stop on their way to the races.
These people have left a footprint on our hearts. Blessed to have known Dick and
'The Love of his life' sweet Sylvia. May your memories live on....

RonKrista Bachman - January 16, 2016 at 11:58 PM

“

I first met Dick at a meeting were he was wearing a sprint car racing tee shirt and
thought I should go talk with him as I also loved the sport, From there it was off to the
races literally! Before we were done, we traveled to at least seven states and
covered hundreds of miles and would sometimes meet Dick and his wonderful wife
Sylvia at campsites. Mark Twain made a statement "you don't know a person until
you travel with them" and the more I traveled with Dick the more I liked him.
He was the most generous person I have ever meet in my life, always putting the
other person first. There was nothing Dick enjoyed more then making people smile
and he had the gift of conversation like no one I have ever seen before. We never
ran out of things to talk about and shared our life stories good and bad. We were
always grateful that we had the fortune of getting to know one another and truly knew
it was a gift. He was a once in a lifetime friend for me and we talked every week,
even when he was out of town with Sylvia he would give me a call after the races.

When he discovered he had cancer and he was given his options, he requested they
did the most through operation even though it was more risky so he could possibly
enjoy more life. And it worked... as he far exceeded his estimated time. He had the
courage to go to Sprint Week this summer with the cancer slowing him down and
Sylvia heavy on his mind. We back tracked the route him and Sylvia took and
introduced me to all the friends he made in other states and it was truly a very
emotional experience. The courage to do that was a inspiration that will last me a
lifetime and he will always live in my heart, I refuse to let go!
Dick was a very precise person and always did the right thing to the best of his
ability. I asked him to give me a sign after he leaves to let me know everything is ok
and he said he would. As the funeral procession proceeded toward Colfax I was
heart sunk as it went by his driveway and then as we were turning off 40 toward M I
looked up in the sky and there was a Eagle circling above us in the bright sunlight...
and I knew that was it. He wanted to make sure everything was right and then circled
again to double check everything was right, that was Dick's style. I have to thank
God for the message and vision of him in Heaven with Sylvia. I love you Dick!
Gary Polnau
New Richmond, Wi
gary polnau - January 16, 2016 at 03:30 PM

“

I knew Dick from my work at the Deptment of Revenue. Dick was an assessor for
many years. He was a kind , gentle, fair man. Always willing listen and learn. I am
sorry for you sadness at this time. I know there are many good memories that will
remain with you. Prayers for Dick's family.
Jennie Sanders Martin

jennie sanders martin - January 11, 2016 at 06:23 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard O. Thomas.

January 11, 2016 at 11:30 AM

“

My sympathy and prayers to Dick's Family. I have MANY wonderful memories of
Dick! He was a spectacular person! With my new job, I may not be able to make it in
time for the visitation but want you all to know, every one of you are in my thoughts
and prayers! Love, Kim Retzloff and Family

Kim Retzloff - January 10, 2016 at 09:22 PM

“

Rose and send our sympathy and our prayers to Dick's Family. He was a friend and
great help to me when I needed it most! Rex and Rose

Rex - January 09, 2016 at 07:26 AM

“

The Carlson Cousins purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Richard O.
Thomas.

The Carlson Cousins - January 07, 2016 at 10:39 PM

“

Ron and I want to express our deepest sympathy to the family. Dick was a special
person in so many ways and will be missed. Ron and Arleen Bryan

Ron Bryan - January 07, 2016 at 09:04 PM

“

We will miss this wonderful man's memorial as we are in AZ. Dick was one of the nicest
men we have ever met. Always smiling and always had time to visit. I'm sure he had things
to do, but he always made you felt like you were more important. We knew Dick through
racing and the township. He will be missed by everyone that was blessed to have know
him. Deepest sympathy, and may all the wonderful memories of Dick and the love you
shared bring peace to you all. Ron, Luanne, Mike and Tara Prochnow
Luanne Prochnow - January 11, 2016 at 03:26 PM

“

Dick was like a grandpa to us. We will miss him dearly. Love, Matt, Breanna, Ciara
Riste

Matt Riste - January 06, 2016 at 07:21 AM

“

Melinda And Children lit a candle in memory of Richard O. Thomas

Melinda and children - January 06, 2016 at 07:17 AM

